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AN INTRODUCTION TO

THE PARKS OF MOBERLY IN 1883
(The City Reservoir at that time is now known as the Deer Pond)



TANNEHILL PARK– circa 1900

The bandstand gazebo (just to the right of center) was constructed in 1897.



Moberly City Ordinance
Establishing a Public Park to the West of the City on September 4, 1906 





April 5, 1908
   

(The original name of Rothwell 

Park was Forest Park)



Hare and Hare Company
Plans for Forest Park - 1908

Note:

Original 

Deer Pond 

Spillway

Note:

The Deer Pond Dam 

broke in 1909 and 

probably was not 

rebuilt as high and 

the spillway relocated

Note:

There were originally 2 

spillways, one at each 

end of the big lake dam



FOREST PARK OPENING DAY

July 14, 1908

RUSTIC BRIDGE IN FOREST PARK – circa 1910
It crossed the inlet that is to the south of the old Dance Pavilion

(to the left) that was built in 1908 and burned down in 1920.

(It was replaced with the current Dance Pavilion somewhere around the 1930’s)



PARK BOARD SUGGESTION



CITY-WIDE VOTE FOR FUNDING THE PARK



Moberly City Ordinance
Establishing a Park Commission







OLD SWIMMING AREA IN ROTHWELL PARK – circa 1950’S



PARK BOARD ORGANIZATION

Note:

$1,000 in 1923 

is about $18,000 

in 2023



THE FIRST PARK BOARD PRESIDENT



FOREST PARK RENAMED TO ROTHWELL PARK
  

Moberly City Council Minutes

Rothwell served as Mayor off

and on over the years.

($25,000 in 1907 is around

$800,000 in 2023)

1907



PARK REPORT OF 1940



$2,500 yearly maintenance is about $54,000 in 2023

   $300 yearly improvements is about  $6,500 in 2023



THE SECOND PARK BOARD PRESIDENT

OLD ENTRANCE TO LAKE SWIMMING AREA

Old Boy Scout Cabin

(across the lake)
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