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AN INTRODUCTION TO
THE PARKS OF MOBERLY IN 1883

(The City Reservoir at that time is now known as the Deer Pond)

| MOBERLY WEEKLY MONITOR.

THUHSDAY, JUNE 21, 1881,

. Our Parks.

Much bas been sald through the colamns
of this paper of what we haye not, and of
the many successful enterprises that might
be inaugurated here, If our men of means
would only take hold of them, all of
which we admit as tacts and hope that the
time will soon come when our capitalists
shall conclude that it Is better to have
thelr money invested In the hasdling or
manufacture of some staple article used
throughout the country than to haye it in-
vested in property to rent and do nothing
but wait tor the pay car to ceme to get
their reats. Bat while things are not ex-
nctly as we would have them In every re-
spect, and many enterprises caledlated to
attract immigration asd capital to the city
have been neglecied, we posscss many
both natursl and acquired advantages
which make Moberly one of the most de-
sirable towns to liye in of any In the
state.

Few citles, it any, in the State of Mis-
sourl with the population we have,possess
the park asccommodations we do. By this
we do not mean to speak of their present
attractiveness, but that the all important
stop of securing grounds for park purpo-
ses was taken at an early day, whea the
town was ln itz Infancy, and the yery best
locations have thereby been set apart for
that purpose.

The yalue of Tannehill Park, as a park,
situated as it Is, 50 convenient te the busi-
ness portion and to three-fourths ot the
dwellings of the city, cannot be estimated.
At this pleasant retreat, during the spring
months ang amid summer's heated term,
any one with but a tew moments Lo spare
from business can be transported, as it
were, to a lovely spot In tne country. All
houor to him who has thus denated Lo the

city this oasls, as it were, In a desert, where
the rich; the peor. the youth and the aged
and the lnfirm may allke enjoy a retreat
from the every day routine of the school
room, the bank and the varlous pursuits
of business and mechanical and mental
labor, with all their attendant llls and
cares, and there commune for a time with
the besutiful works of niture and renew
thelr encrgies, that they may thus be bet-
ter enabled to stem the tide of life with all
its stern realities. Much pralse and sincere
gratitude are doe from the people of the
wost slde to the donor ot this park.

What Tannehill Park Is to the people of
the west side, Moss Park Is to the resl-
dents of the east side of town. More
crodit Is due to the memory of Dr. Moas
for this donation than if he had conquered
a city or overthrown an emplre, Al least,
It cannot be sald of any man that he has
lived In vain when he has left to posterity
so pleasant a reminder of his free and un-
reserved liberality. Ameng the maay
ownets of Moberly's valuable real estate,
how few and lar between wre those that
have of their own free will consented to
part with any of it witheut a direct meney
consideration! In more iastances have
they sold as lots what sbould have bLeen
lett as streots. 1t so much can truthiully
be sald of the beauty of these parks now,
in their naturally uscouth and untended
state, what may be sald of them when
others ot our public spirited citizens sbhall
have opened their hearts and their pocket
books and placed iu them beautiful foun-
tains, music stands, gravel walks, rustic
soats, and other like attractions. Bat, says
oune, all of this sheuld be done by the city;
but osly & small appropriation can be set
apart each year for these pu on sc-
count of other ebligations to be met, and
iylilipi< no doubt be a pleasure and source




L to the giver, as well as to

others, if done hy private Individusls,
These two parks, It properly taken care
ot and impreved, will afford ample facili-
ties for the comfort and enjoyment of pe-
destrians for years to come,and as te driv-
ing parks our city fathers have secured to
usg, unawares, or rather uniatentionally on
their part at the time, what will, we hope,
at no distant day become a most elegant
driving park proylded they seo fit to set it
apart for that purpose. We reler to the
tract of land upon which Is located the
city regervoir. This tract contalas 47
acres and Is naturally well adapted for &
park, If taken In time, before the timber Is
destroyed. Its deep ruvines, grassy hill
sides, and shiady neoks may easily be made
doubly attractive by laylog out driveways
and converting the suplus timber into rus-
tic beidges over the larger ravioes. The
land should be first of all fenced to stop
the destruction of the best trees; thep,
after removing the surplus timber except
such as Is needed for shade the land would
of Itselt become thickly set In bluegrass,
Parties It permitted would furnish the res-
ervolr with row boats,and the place would
In time become a favorite place for driv-
Ing, rowing and fishing and a suitable

TANNEHILL PARK- circa 1900

place for pic nies and pablic gatherings.
This park, though small for driving, would
be convenlently situated in that Franklin
street, one of the principal and mest
thickly populated streets of the city, riins
directly to the east line of the tract, mak-
lag a drive out and return of nearly three
miles. Some work has been done already
this year on this street, and by continuing
a lttle farther out and putting In one
bridge, It weuld render the reservelr tract
ewned by the city much more valuable by
building up that part of town,. This ls no
wild scheme and would only require the
eutlsy of a small sum, and the city will
have secured to hersell something to at-
tract people of wealth and refinement,
whose object in lite I not alone to acquire
the almighly dollar by persistently follow- ‘
ing In the well beaten paths of commerce
and the every day pursuits of life, but to
enjoy occasional rest, recreation and In-
nocent amusement In the enjoyment of all
that is true, beautiful and goed. For It
has been truly sald that the advance In

civilization and culture of an ma
estimated from tbz ’3&": uxyt

safely be
variety of its parks and gardens.
A SUmsCRInsR.

sees Tannehill Park, MOM, MO-

HD NY WINION S SR STUAE MORENLT.

The bandstand gazebo (just to the right of center) was constructed in 1897.




Moberly City Ordinance

Establishing a Public Park to the West of the City on September 4, 1906
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PLANS FOR THE NEW PAR

Landscape Gardener Engaged and the Active
Work of Beautifying Forest Park to
Commence at Once.

THE MOBERLY

DAILY MONITOR
April 5, 1908

(The original name of Rothwell
Park was Forest Park)

Wi h the opening of this week will A public bath house will also bhe '
begin the active work of making the bullt by the lake and bathing permit-
now Forest Park, one of the prettiest ted when bathing sults are used. Ten-
and most attractive o all this part nls courts will also be entablished and

of Missourl,

Thoe Park as It stands today com-

prises more than 200 acres of ground
and s most beautifully sltuated,

Wi hin | the park »sro two ans

beautiful lakes ns can be found any- !

where, one of them, when full, belng
more than three-fourths of a milas
long. In ‘*his lake, last fall, Mayor
Hothwell, through the kindness of
Col. Dick Porter, of Paris, Chalrman
of thoe Fish Commission of Missourl
placed mearly 20,000 fish of tho basa
and cropple spocles. As many P
will bo added again this next fall in’
this lako spawning bods will be ar-
ranged and within o fow yesrs it will
be known as one of the greatest fish-
Ing spots in all this part of the coun-
try. The fishing privileges will o,
resnorved for the people at largo, and
o.ened to them when the fiah have
attained a size that will permit of
them beling worth something to the
fisherman when caught. At prescont
fAxhing Is absolutely llnﬂllloll.ml. {

A force of men will be put to work
Monday by the Park Committes and
all of trash and leaves will bo re-|
moved from that part of the park ly-
Ing to the cast of the big lake and
oomprising about wsixty acres.

The stumps will also bo romoved,

A compotont landscape g-rdocer
Mr. Sid J. Hare, of Kansas City, has
been engased to lny out the park and
propare planting plans., e has but
recently finlshed n park for Joplin
and It s sald to be one of the pret-
tient In the state. When here somo
time ago he gave It ax his opinfon
that Moberly could mnake of the new
Forest Park the very prettiest in the
state, slze consldered,

City Englnecr Swan MeDonald will
have chargesof the preliminary work
of making surveys and then Mr, Hare
will take charge and assist In the
arrangement and beautifieation of the
grounds.

The method of handling the amuse- | anl
(find n place where a breath of fresh
advertisement for proposi- | Alr and a few hours Innocent enjoy-
tlons now running In the dally papers. ‘
These amusements will bo such as |

open alr

ment features at the park will be by
contract,

a large dancing pavillion,
roller skating rink, boating, and such
others ns are wsunlly found at amuwse-
ment parks,

playgrounds for children,

A boat house and band stand will al-
Ko be erected and wells for drinking
purposes sunk In varlous parts of the
park.

Anido from a goneral cloaring up
the weast sido of the park, little will
bo done on that slde this’ summer,

A number of electric lights will In
all probablliity be placed In the park
for use 1t night,

Rustie bridges - will be bullt and
walks of artistic design Iald out. Thoe

.m;bmu“

5 - “< q-"‘ .
Ul Mr, H:z M"‘M““ plans, "0

The design of roadways will In-
clude drives through all parts of the
park, the woest portion being reached
LY o driveway over thoe big dam.

Later on a day will be set for tho
formal opening of the park. When
th's day In selected the Commercial
Club, business men, Individual citizens
and organizations of every kind will
b Invited to participate and take n
part In the day's proceedings. Such
day should bhe made memorable In the
history of the clity and the crowds nt-
tonding will be enormous,

Moberly has long needed such n
park as It now seems cortaln that In
the course of a foew years she will
have, One of our woaknessos as a city
has lald In our Inalllity to offer to
visftors any great form of entertaln-
ment when they eame here. For the
outsider onr big days begin at 1 p. m,
and end at O p. m. Defore that hour
and after It, there s abrolutely noth-
Ing for them to do and no where for
them to go except up one wide of the
ntreet and down the other.

With nuch a park as Is planned and
hoped to he established, visitors would
not find an dle moment on thelr
hands upon thelir visit to Moberly
and would come here by the thous-
andn,

It Is hoped overy ol lzen will take

| Ereat delight In thelr new park. We
|are montly a workiug class of peoply

our after working hours should

ment “will all the better fit us for the
work of the day to follow,

The new park should be the prids
of every citizen and all should toop-
(rate to the end 1hat it become all

|1t ean be made,




Hare and Hare Company
Plans for Forest Park - 1908

|

~
J

There were originally 2
spillways, one at each

end of the big lake dam

rebuilt as high and
the spillway relocated
‘ Note

Note
Original
Deer Pond
Spillway
The Deer Pond Dam
broke in 1909 and
probably was not

Note:

r
.




FOREST PARK OPENING DAY
Moberly Weekly Wonitor

July 14, 1908

FOREST PARK OPENED

Two Thousand People Visited
Beautiful Pleasure Resort of
Moberly Yesterday.

¥From Monday's Daily.
Forest Park, Moberly’s mnew

pleasure resort was formerly op-
ened to the public yesterday and
2,000 people, it is estimated, spent
the afternoon in that delightful
spot.

The five boats purchased last
week by Mr. Fiorita were on the
lake and many availed themselves
of the opportunity to take a first
class boat ride.

The 100 bathing suits purchas-

ed as a first order by Mr. Fiorita
were soon exhausted and 100 pco-
ple old and young could be seen
paddling in the big lake which

makes an ideal swimming place.

Tedfordis superb band discour-
sed sweet music during the after-
noon.

Mr. Fiovita had on sale ice
cream and all kinds of soft drinks
and was liberally patronized.

The big dance pavilion and rol-
ler skating rink will be complet-
ed in ahout three weeks. Toilet
rooms are being erected today and
work on all the buildings is be-
ing pushed rapidly. ,

Mpr. Fiorita wired last night for
five more boats and 100 more bath
ing suits and will be prepared for
the erowds next Sunday.

Electric lights will be installed
about the grounds this week and
wells bored and it won’t be long
until Forest Park will be open
every afternoon and might with
something doing all the time,

Mr. Fiorita is having a confer-
ence today with our liverymen
looking towards them reducing
price for carrying people to and
from the park.

RUSTIC BRIDGE IN FOREST PARK - circa 1910
It crossed the inlet that is to the south of the old Dance Pavilion
(to the left) that was built in 1908 and burned down in 1920.
(It was replaced with the current Dance Pavilion somewhere around the 1930’s)




PARK BOARD SUGGESTION
MOBERLY MONITOR-INDEX

 MOBEELY, MO. FRIDAY EVENING, APRIL 27, 1923,

TO CLEAN UP

'WOULD REVIVE OLD.

i her of Moberly People have been ta-

FOREST PARK.

Mayor Rothwell Issues Order
Prohibiting Dumping of
Garbage and Rub-
bish There.

LAMDSCAPING PLAN

Dumping of garbage and- rubbish in
Forest Park was prohibited by Mavor
Rolla. Rothwell this morning He has
instructed the police to arrest persons
who are found throwing ruobish in
any part of the park,

Ducing the past ¥ear 2 large num-

'

king. all sorts of rubbish to the park
and dumping it on the west side of-
the park.” A roadway huas been built.
Lhrough the dump grounds, which,
now cxtend over quite a space in the
park. - .
Yesterdpy afternoon Mavor Roth-
well and a committee Tromn the Rota-
ry Club composed of. Arthur Marri-
ott und George H. Dawson inspected
the park ang it w_:ls‘foll-o“"ing this vis-
it_thnt Mayor Rothwell, issued the or-
der prohibiting the dumping of rub~
hish. w
Motorcycle Officer G. D. Burgess
will_make inspections of the park sev-
eral times each day, !
Camp Houze Windows Broken.
.An inspeclion of the camp honse
built for the Boy Scouts showed thiat
every windowlight had peen broken
out by vandals. Locks had been pricd|
from the doors, but octherwise the:
building was intact. 4 :
*“The care of this park,” the mayor|.
said, “for_ somectime must rest with
general public sentiment and a per- |
sonal guardianship on the part »f
cach -individual. The mental and mor-
al fiber of one who, for no cause bat
that of wanton destruction, would. at-
tempt to destroy a boy’s recrcation
kousc or playzround is hard to under-
stand. A thing that means so much io..
the community should bc carefully

= —
"
i
i
1]

S —

! er extravagant way. The work must

| berly.be orought to realize what z}n
' undeveloped asset she has lying right

—

protected, not deliberately and mali-
ciously despoiled. )

“Public grounds, parks and ccme-/|
terics, mecuan as. much: to 2 ‘commauni-
ty¥ as clothes to an individual; visitors
gather lasting impressions’ from them
and they count for much in an esti-
mauation formed of 2 city.

“We are going to, try,” said Mr.
Rothwell, “with the help of all who
should. be inlercsted, to improve For-|.
cst Park. It can not pe donc in onel
year or lwo years_as it should be done,
nor will it be ‘done. in & burdensome

start along -definite lines for- contin-
uation through coming years. l
Park Once Landscaped.

“A few years ago the entire forty '
acres this side of the big lake -vas!
Iandscaped by Sid Hare, of Kans:zsi
City, one of the best landscape gard-|
encrs in  the West. Roadways and.
walks were laid off; each tree to be
roioved was carefully marked; loeca-
tion of lennis courts, a baseball dia-|
mond, . children’s playground, boat}
lundinz, bathing beach and path hous-
ecs were located by a practiced cye and
with a view to the harmony of the en-
tirc part of the park in  question.

“These plans, by ordipance, were)
adopted by the city council and all
work at the park ordercd to .follow
the design. Scemingly, this was for-
gotten or overlooked, and the wark
which ‘should have gsonec on ordesir!:
lias nolt been done that way.

“By the ereation of a park board.
with appointment of members who by
aniure and inclination are interested
in such work, it is hoped- and. cxpcctc_‘il
that ail this can be. changed and Mo-

at her gates. -
Wholesome Recreation Needed. .

“The playgrounds for children, ’.gafv'_e
been wiped: out ‘by residence districls.
They must be re-created.and the boys.
and. girls, young men and young wom=
en. old men and old women be gives
some wholesome attraction and inter-
est in life. A large part of our mi-
picipal ills can be traced to the iact
that while we command people, espec-
illy boys, to cease doing certain tlun:_.;;sJ
we fail to provide attractive substi-
iution for what we would abolish.” l




CITY-WIDE VOTE FOR FUNDING THE PARK
THE MOBERLY WEEKLY MONITOR

THURSDAY, JULY 26, 1923

ONLY 64 VOTES
AGAINST PARK

|
'Program Adopted by 251 Ma-
|
|

jority; Commission to Be
Named at Next
Council Meeting,

'ORDINANCES TO BE
' DRAWN UP AT ONCE

With cnly 379 voles cast, Mooer-
I¥'s park cleetion which was held yes-
| terday was probably the quietest elee-
[ tion ever held in the city, Of the 379
voles, 315 were for the establishment
and maintenance of the park system
of the city and 64 voles were against
it, giving a majority of 251 for the
| park program.

;  Only one person in 20 voted yes-
! terday, However, only one in fifty
fvoted against the park movement,

i The vote by wards follows:

xj Ward Yes No.
1 T4 27
2 52 18
3 139 G
4 50 13
‘Fotal 3156 6

i, By this vale the people of Moberly
have significd their willingness o
adopt Mayor Rothwell’s plan for the
establishment of a2 park commission tv
work like the water board and the Ii-
brary board, Mayor Rothwell stated
today that he would name the com-
mission before the next mceting of
the city council, The recommendation
will have to be approved by the coun-
cil.

The vote for the establishment and
mainlehance of the parks will not in-
crease the taxes now imposed, out an
apportionment of city revenue will he
made for the upkeep of the parks.

Ordinunces erealing the park cowm-
mission will be drawn up at once for
the consideration of the council.




Moberly City Ordinance

Establishing a Park Commission










Sootion 10. This ordinssce shull tuke effoot mnd be in
foroe froam snd ufter its pussage and apprrovel and ehell repeal und
snnul all ordinances or psrts of ordinunces in ocmfliot with the
terms und provisions hereof,

Peosed snd sdopted by the council of tho City of Moderliy,
Missouri, thie 6th day of .uguet, 1VE3.

5 TCauwn 3 w..w—-JJ
| roeo ) ounolile

‘ fpproved on the 6th duy of Auguat, 1VE3.

r : iResa » TR Tra e 2 L
l — NAyoTe
| Jttent : W% £l

APOSLLLY ) M. D-282

OLD SWIMMING AREA IN ROTHWELL PARK - circa 1950’S



PARK BOARD ORGANIZATION
MOBERLY EVENING DEMOCRAT

MOBERLY MISSOURI, TUESDAY AUGUST 14, 1923
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$1,000 in 1923
is about $18,000
in 2023



THE FIRST PARK BOARD PRESIDENT
MOBEI{LY EVENING DEMOCRAT

MOBERLY, MISSOURI, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 1923

LOUIS KLEIN IS MADE

PRESIDENTPARK BOARD

Waork on Parks Will Commenee n |

Onee on ax Madernte Seale—\Will
Make New Ronlds,

Tho nine clly park commissioners
met ul the-eity officos [nst. night and
clectod ofTicors und made same pluns
ror work they will stare immedintelyy

Loulw Kieln' wus oloeted prosident
of the bhoard: R®. A, Willott, vice
prosident: - Allen While, secrq:uﬂ;ﬁ'.
and CGus 3. Ginther, raagurer,

Eiaeh commissioner draw lots  to
(determine the longth of his tarm as
‘I the rile governing time of service
an the hoard, The vesult of the
dvawing was s (ollows: 1. A, Wil-
lott, Arthur B, Marriott and Allen
White will serve for one year; Lewis
S Jnoohs, Porrbast Martin and Lonis
IKloin will-serve for two years, J. I,
Lynch, Swan T. ‘AleDonald -and Gus
J. Ginther will garve for three years.

Mauyor Rothwell  met  with  the
board inst night and nfiar the meet-
ing cxpressed himsell o@ being high-
¥ pleased with the hoard and the
way they started Lo worl,

On next Tuesday Lonis Kleia,
prosident of the board will give a
supppr ot Forest Park for the com-
missioners. and cpfter the- banguet
park probtents will be dizcussed fully
right on-the park’ grounds. ‘Pres‘t-j
dent Klein feals thal ‘the commis-
slonars will 14 this way be very close
to the anbject they arp to disguss

Work at Forest park will  begin
tmmaedintely, ‘The firat work fo by
atarted will he cleaning' the wesl side
of 1he park as the enst side has been,
Thoare are more - thapn twe  hun-

-

dred neres in he plat on tho "west
<ide of the Inko that have never been
nsed to o very grent exteot. After
thix portion of Forest park hos been
thoroughly cleancd a system of road-
wavs will be layed out In it similar
to the netwark on the east wide of
the park. AN 1he roads In the
park will be improved so that the
park drives wil} be a real ploasure
and afford hundreds of plucps for
family picnies and outings.

The commissioners believe Lhat al
part of this m'om':'u'm can be carried
ou! befare the weather ge's bad,

All the members of the board are
enthuyinstic over the work they have

bean. wppointed (0.

'

LOUIE KLEIN



FOREST PARK RENAMED TO ROTHWELL PARK
Moberly City Council Minutes
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MOBERLY WEEKLY MONITOR

THURSDAY EVENING, APRIL 2, 1931

Mayor Rothwell Dies Suddenly

. His Accomplishments

Mayor Rothwell, known through-
out his public eareer ag a progres-
sive mayor,, had many large ac-
jcomplishments fo his credit. .

During his {irst: and second
terms, a .city park. ;issim of- $25,~ | bei i 1oy ot Goror
000 was carried. This election was —
held - September 23, 1907, and For-|
est Park was established ag a re-
[sult, The park remained very ‘dear |
{to the mayor's heart through suc-
ceeding terms. ‘ . |

Rothwell served as Mayor off
and on over the years.

($25,000 in 1907 is around
$800,000 in 2023)
ROLLA R. ROTHWELL MAYOR ROLLA & ROTHWELL




PARK REPORT OF 1940

MOBERLY MONITOR-INDEX

MOBERLY, MISSOURI, FRIDAY EVENING, MAY 3, 1940

Louis Klein Again Heads Park
Board, Preparing for Summer
Season; Development Reviewed

Louis Klein was reelected presi-
dent of the Moberly Park Board
last night, as the board conduct-
ed its annual reorganization meet-
ing and made plang for formal
opening of the park on May 30
for the 1040 season. :

Other officers of the board are:
Marvin Rowland, vice-president;
Chester Wilhite, secretary; and
Gus Ginther, treasurer, Other
memberg are: Dr. J. F. McLellan,
Mose Callaway, Ernest Bartle, Al-
len White and Herbert Walden.

John Groeber, who has “grown
up” with the park as its superin-
tendent, was reappointed superin-
tendent and Joe Henry Graves
was named as watchman for the
summer season. -

Charles Song was appointed
head life guard for the bathing
seagon.  His assistants will be
Clifford Smith, first agsistant, and
-\ Thomas Rutterly, second assist-
ant. Sons has been at the park
{ for sometime, while Smith and

Butterly will be serving their first
seasgon. ,

' Growth iii Popularity

Moberly's Rothwell Park of to-
|day is a far cry from 'the “For-

est Park” of 1923, when Groeber
was first named superintendent.
“There was nothing but the land
and the Boy Scout cabin then,”
Groeber recounted today, as he
outlined improvements made dur-
ing the past year, preparing for
the 1940 park activities. ;

Not more than a hundred . peo-
ple & day visited the park through-
out the summer sgeason during
1923, Superintendent Groeber rem-
inisced today. Those who wanted
to go swimming then would just
‘“‘drive out in the brush a ways,
walk to the lake edge, pull off
their clothes and hang them on
limbs, and wade -in.”

Last year an average of 1,500
to 2,000 persons used the park
daily during the three most popu-
lar months. “In early days of the
park,” -Groeber vrecalled, “we
would have small bathing parties
from about 9 to 10 a. m. and 6:30
to 8 p. m., while now there are
from 100 to 300 there all day
long.” i 7

The park now is a mecca for
persons throughout this area. Em-
phasizing the use. that out-of-

(Continued on Page 4)




Louis Klein Again
Heads Park Board
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town persons make of the park,
Mr. Groeber estimated that on
Sundays last year 8 out of every
10 persons in the park were from
other communities. More family
yeunlons and similar gatherings
were held in the park last year
than ever before. Picnic groups
have become S0 numerous now it
is sometimes a problem to accom-
modate them all, he added.
Much Development Work.

Mr. Groeber recalled his first
work as park superintendent was
to clean up the 320 acres of
ground, cut out the dead timber
and begin a program to make the
tract useable as a recreation cen-
ter. There was only the one build-
ing, the Boy Scout cabin, in the
320.acre tract. That building had
been built from materials donated
by business men and labor by
craftsmen.

There wasn't even a road to the
cabin. To get there a “visitor had
to drive to the end of a ‘‘cow
path,” then walk the rest of the
way. ‘‘Brush was S0 heavy Yyou
couldn’t even see the building un-
til you had walked into the park
a way,”’ says Goeber.

In 1925 the bath house Wwas
erected, located then on a point
off to the left of the present
structure, and a considerable dis-
tance from the water. A log cabin
was erected at the site of each
of the present shelter houses {they
still stand) and they were used
as ‘“shelter houses” by Dpicnic
groups.

The beach was constructed in
1928. Bathers had been using it
before that time, but improve-
ments and enlargements were
made then to serve the increasing
number of swimmers.

The first shelter house was corn-

structed in 1930, following the de-
pression of 1929. Relief labor was
used in the construction.
From time to time various oth-
er improvements have been made.
CWA, NYA and WPA made pos-
sible many of the improvements
in roads, retaining walls, repalrs
and remodeling of buildings, and
in general upkeep of the park.

Piayground ¥Xquipped.

The playground has been equip-
ped largely through efforts of the
A merican Legion. However, gifts
from the Brown Shoe Company
ensployes’ organization and I.ouis
Klein have supplemented their
donations. Women oi the city have
aided in beautification.

Three new tennis courts in the
park ‘proper and one in the negro
park have been added this year.
Work .still is under way on them,
but they will be completed in time
for forraal opening of the park
season. They will have limestone
and clay surface and are expect-
ed to meet general approval of
tennis enthusiasts.

A swimiming pool approximately
100 by 180 feet in size has been
provided ia the negro park.

‘The Rect street entrance is be-
ing black-topped, while both the
wranklin and Concannon street
entrances :ire being repaired.

“Rothwel Park” signs have been
installed on each of the pillars
at the wviwious park entrance
ways.

A new furnace has been built in
the new slt-elter house.

To Gr:.vel Parking Lot

A projectt now . is pending to
gravel the parking lot on the
main entraiice way and the road
to the new shelter house and to
the Boy Scout cabin. These would
be done as WFPA projects, with
Eight Mile Road district assist-
ance.

The next scheduled improvement
is installation of modern toilets,
to replace the present **Chick
Sale’ types. This will be done
immediately as an NYA project,
Mr. Groeber said, with work prob-
abl)_r beginning May 9. The log
cabins near the two sheiter
houses are to be remodelled and
made into buildings -with modern
toilets. The exterior of the two
cabins will be stuccoed. .

The bath house and beach
shelter house and pavillion are to
be painted Dbefore the season
opens.

With these improvements, the
park is looking forward to one
of its greatest seasons this year.
Few other improvements can be
expected now because of. lack of
funds, it was pointed out. Main-
tenance and operating expenses
of the park are approximately
$2,500 annually. The 3.8 cents tax
levy allotted for park purposes
net only about $2,800, which leaves
1ot over $£300 annually for im-

provements.

$2,500 yearly maintenance is about $54,000 in 2023
$300 yearly improvements is about $6,500 in 2023
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Head of Park |
Board Offers

Resignation

Marvin Rowland, 87,
Unable to Continue;
Seek Superintendent

Marvin Rowland, 617 South Wil-
liams, has resigned as 2 member
and president of the Moberly Park
Board, effective at once, His resig-
nation was presenied at 2 meet-
ing of the board held last night
at the Connors Tire and Sporting
Goods store, whose senior partner,
Emmett Connors, is a member of
the board.

Rowland has been a member of
the park board for about 20
vears and has been its president
since -the death of Louis Klein.
(Previously he served as acting
president during the illness of Mr.
Klein.

Mr. Rowland said he was re-
sighing on account of bhis age,
which makes him unadle longer
to accept responsxbiht}' as 2 mem-
ber and president. Rowland is &7,
and retired several years ago as a

Wabash locomnotive engineer.

To Name Superintendent

The special meeting of the board
was called to consider applicants
{for Rothwell Park superintendent
succeeding the late John Groeber,
who had served since the opening
of the park in 1923, Approximately
15 persons are seeking the ap-
pointment. No action was taken at
last night’s meeling. A call meet-
g wiil be held later.

Ed Brogan, vice-president of the
board and a member for about 15
vears, will temporarily act as
superintendent unti! appointment
is made. -

Brogan said he and two park
employes will have fishing permits
ready for anyone seeking them.
The fishing season is - opening
March 15.

{ Old Boy Scout Cabin
(across the lake)

‘J OLD ENTRANCE TO LAKE SWIMMING AREA

= N Tien N iy S S



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20

